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How many great ideas begin with a nagging thought in the middle of the night that should disappear

by morning, but doesnâ€™t? For Daniel Shumski, it was: Will it waffle? Hundreds of hours,

countless messes, and 53 perfected recipes later, that answer is a resounding: Yes, it will! Steak?

Yes! Pizza? Yes! Apple pie? Emphatically yes.  And thatâ€™s the beauty of being a waffle iron

chefâ€•waffling food other than waffles is not just a novelty but an innovation that leads to a great

end product, all while giving the cook the bonus pleasure of doing something cool, fun, and vaguely

nerdy (or giving a reluctant eaterâ€•your child, sayâ€•a great reason to dig in). Waffled bacon

reaches perfect crispness without burned edges, cooks super fast in the two-sided heat source, and

leaves behind just the right amount of fat to waffle some eggs. Waffled Sweet Potato Gnocchi,

Pressed Potato and Cheese Pierogi, and Waffled Meatballs all end up with dimples just right for

trapping their delicious sauces. A waffle iron turns leftover mac â€™nâ€™ cheese into Revitalized

Macaroni and Cheese, which is like a decadent version of a grilled cheese sandwich with its golden,

buttery, slightly crisp exterior and soft, melty, cheesy interior.
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Not just recipes: Daniel Shumski's humble and amusing journey through waffle-land actually makes

for a fun little read, so be sure not to skip right from the titles to the ingredients lists and

directions.About those recipes, though... While I'll probably never scramble eggs in my waffle iron, I

came away with a number of great recipes (you MUST try the brioche - it's SO easy and a delicious

component of several items) and inspiration. There's even a section with tips and advice on how to



get your own recipes going - what generally works, what doesn't. You can follow Shumski's recipes,

or take them to a whole other level.For example, Shumski's idea to make a grilled cheese sandwich

in the waffle iron is sheer brilliance by itself, but particularly so if you like to layer it with bacon or

tomato. For those of you who do, you know the anguish of trying to flip a loaded sandwich once it's

been grilled to perfection on the first side, only to have it all come apart mid flip. In your waffle iron,

of course, there's no flipping involved. Problem solved. Bonus: Your sandwiches cook in half the

time since both sides cook at once. Double bonus: If you're using a Belgian waffle maker, your

sandwich (if you center it, albeit against Shumski's advice - he suggests placing it as far away from

the hinge as possible so as to get better leverage for closing it in, but my waffle iron, the Oster

CKSTWFBF21, closes very nicely with the sandwich in the middle) will be cut into four sections,

perfect for sharing right out of the waffle iron.Sandwiches, of course, are only a small part of Will it

Waffle? Shumski will have you preparing any number of dishes, from desserts to main courses

(think ravioli, macaroni and cheese, stuffed chicken breasts, tamale pie - SO yummy!
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